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WASHINGTON — Tak-
ing their poor play at
home with them on the
road, the New York
Knicks allowed Wash-
ington’s John Wall to
score 31 points and
dropped into a last-place
tie in the Atlantic Divi-
sion with a 98-89 loss to
the Wizards on Saturday
night.

Wall registered at
least 30 points in consec-
utive games for the first
time in his NBA career,
after scoring 37 in a loss
to Toronto on Friday.
The No. 1 overall pick in
the 2010 draft also had
seven assists and a soar-
ing block on Iman Shum-
pert’s layup attempt in
the closing seconds.

Washington has won
three of four games and
is 5-8.

The Knicks fell to 3-9,
the same record as the
Brooklyn Nets. Carmelo
Anthony led New York
with 23 points and 12 re-
bounds.

Heat 101, Magic 99:
LeBron James’ jumper
with 15.1seconds left put
Miami ahead for good,
and the Heat rallied
from 16 points down in
the second half to beat
Orlando.

Dwyane Wade scored
27 points in his return to
the lineup after missing
two games to rest his
knees, and Chris Bosh
added 15 for the Heat,
who have won six
straight.

Arron Afflalo scored
18, Victor Oladipo added
17 and E’Twaun Moore
had all of his 14 points in
the first half for Orlan-
do, which let one slip
away.

Pacers 106, 76ers 98:
Roy Hibbert had 27 points
and 13 rebounds, Paul
George added 19 points,
and Indiana beat Philadel-
phia.

Michael Carter-Wil-
liams scored 29 points and
Evan Turner had 21 points
and 11 rebounds for the
short-handed 76ers. 

Lance Stephenson add-
ed 18 points and David
West had 17 points and 11
rebounds in Indiana’s
third straight win, while
George Hill finished with
11 points. 

Celtics 94, Hawks 87:
Brandon Bass had 17
points, seven rebounds
and two key blocks and
Boston surged past Atlan-
ta.

Jeff Green had 16
points and Jared Sullinger
scored 15 points and
grabbed nine rebounds as
the Celtics snapped a six-
game losing streak.

Al Horford led the
Hawks with 18 points and
seven rebounds.

Clippers 103, Kings
102: Chris Paul scored 22
points, hitting a go-ahead
free throw with 2.5 sec-
onds left, to help the Clip-
pers beat Sacramento af-
ter Los Angeles blew a 20-
point lead in the first half.

DeMarcus Cousins had
23 points and 19 rebounds
for the Kings, who had
won two in a row.

Rockets 112, Timber-
wolves 101: Aaron
Brooks scored a season-
high 26 points to pick up
the slack for the injured
James Harden, and Hous-
ton beat Minnesota.

Kevin Love had 27
points and 15 rebounds,
and Corey Brewer scored
22 for the Timberwolves.

NBA

Loss drops
Knicks to last
N.Y. tied with
Brooklyn at
3-9 after loss
Associated Press
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The Little Irish will not
have to deal with any of
those things during the
Class AA state champion-
ship inside the Carrier
Dome at Syracuse Uni-
versity next Sunday.

Aquinas handled the
chilly conditions and Sec-
tion IV champion Elmira
to win the state tourna-
ment semifinal at Sahlen’s
Stadium, 19-6. The Little
Irish face Monroe-Wood-
bury, which defeated
White Plains in the East
state semifinal on Satur-
day night.

“Going into this year
we just wanted a chance
to play in the dome,’’ Aqui-
nas senior linebacker
Charlie Rist said. “That
was one of our three goals. 

“We wanted to go unde-
feated. We did that. Get
through sectionals. We
did that. Get a chance to
play in the dome, and
we’re here now. We’re
very excited.’’ 

Aquinas senior run-
ning back Luch Pietropao-
lo helped send the Little
Irish (12-0) on the way
when he ran for two
touchdowns against Elmi-
ra (10-1). Pietropaolo car-
ried the ball 26 times for
99 yards. Aquinas never
trailed after Pietropaolo’s
27-yard touchdown run up
the middle early in the
first quarter.

Given the weather con-
ditions, there was little
chance that Aquinas soph-
omore Jake Zembiec
would pass for 300 yards
or more, as he did during

the Little Irish’s regional
round win over James-
town. Pietropaolo would
be asked to push forward
and pick up yards, even if
the fast Elmira (10-1) de-
fense knew when and
what to expect.

“We have players all
over the field,” Pietropao-
lo said. “When our offen-
sive line gets a push, we
are pretty good at running
the ball. I knew that was
going to be our gameplan,
but we weren’t really one-
dimensional.’’

Zembiec was named
the most valuable offen-
sive player of the game
for Aquinas after he com-
pleted 12 of 20 passes for
152 yards. The Little Irish
were in command, ahead

by 13 points against a
team that rarely passed
the ball, after Zembiec’s
14-yard touchdown throw
to Marcus Conner in the
third quarter.

Rist, the most valuable
Aquinas defensive player,
was in on a game-high 15
tackles. Eight of Rist’s
stops were solo against an
Elmira offense that ham-
mered away with runs be-
tween its tackles. The Ex-
press attempted just four
passes.

Elmira responded to
Pietropaolo’s first touch-
down with a 13-play, 76-
yard drive. The Express
moved downfield with
hand-off after hand-off
and were in the end zone
after an 11-yard run by

Jerry McPeak. Elmira’s
conversion run attempt
was stopped, so Aquinas
remained ahead 7-6. 

Aquinas added to its
lead with 4:31 remaining
in the first half. A 3-yard
run by Pietropaolo
capped an 11-play, 79-yard
drive to put the Little Irish
lead at 13-6. 

JAMESJ@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/jjDandC

Aquinas
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Aquinas quarterback Jake Zembiec throws the ball through the snow Saturday during the
Little Irish’s 19-6 win over Elmira in a Class AA state semifinal. BRETT CARLSEN

SPORTS

Lindsay Stone had the
right plan in place and ev-
erything was going exact-
ly to plan.

The Pittsford fresh-
man had kept the leader of
the 500-yard freestyle
championship within a
body length or two for
much of the race, and as
the final stretch drew
near at Ithaca College, it
was time to turn up the in-
tensity.

Stone finished the final
five laps in strong fashion
to catch and surpass Mol-
ly Treble of Massapequa
(Section VIII) and win in a
personal-best time of 4
minutes, 49.03 seconds.

The automatic All-
American time was just
0.21 seconds faster than
Treble’s.

“Coach (Marty Keat-
ing) talked to us night be-
fore about making life-
changing moments and
memories,” said Stone,
who cut more than six sec-
onds off her preliminary
time. “I definitely think it
was my best race. It was
so exciting. I just can’t be-
lieve it honestly.”

The strategy to let
someone else set the pace
allowed Stone to reserve
energy for the final kick.

“The last five laps
came and I was like, ‘All
right here we go.’ The last
lap I just put my head
down and went for it,” she
said.

Stone also placed
fourth in the 200 freestyle
(1:51.63) and teamed with
Stephanie Andrews, Em-
ma Corby and Katie Smith
to win the 200 freestyle
relay with a state meet
record time of 1:35.34.

Stone and Smith were
also on the second-place
400 freestyle relay team
(3:27.25), which has low-
ered the Section V record
by five seconds this sea-
son.

“It was crazy going
straight from the 500 to
the 200 free relay. It al-
ways helps when you feel
like you’re on top of the
world,” Stone said.

Those efforts helped
lead Section V to its sec-
ond straight section scor-
ing title after not winning
one since 2007. Section V
finished with 611 points to

outpace runner-up Sec-
tion VI by 45.5 points.

“We were really excit-
ed,” Canandaigua senior
Sarah Baxter said. “There
are barely any sections
that can go two years in a
row. I’m really proud to be
a part of that.”

Baxter capped a stellar
career with a third-place
finish in the 100 freestyle
(51.30) and fourth-place
showing in the 50 free-
style (23.88).

She was sixth after the
preliminaries and shaved
off a solid chunk of time in
each final.

“I would have liked to
do better, but it is
states,” said Baxter, who
was third in the 100 free-
style last year as well.
“I’m pretty proud of my-
self. It was awesome to
even be able to go.” 

Section V had four
swimmers in the top 10
of the 50 free, led by
Pittsford’s Smith.

Smith had the fastest
preliminary time in the
50 and 100 freestyles,
but finished second in
both on Saturday.

The sophomore was
edged by Dina Rommel
of Clarence-VI by just
0.11 seconds in the 50,
and lost by 0.38 seconds
to Andrea Ernst of Or-
chard Park-VI in the 100.

“(Katie) has had a me-
teoric rise the last year
and a half,” Keating said.
“But she hasn’t had that
experience like today.”

Rush-Henrietta sen-
ior Megan Burns also
produced a pair of top-10
finishes, placing sixth in
the 50 freestyle (24.15)
and eighth in the 100
freestyle (52.22).

STATE SWIMMING

Pittsford’s Stone wins
Strategy works
to perfection in
500 freestyle
Staff report

Pittsford’s Lindsay Stone wins the 500-yard freestyle with a time of 4:49.03 at the state
girls swimming and diving championships Saturday at Ithaca College. ADRIAN KRAUS

Canandaigua’s Sarah Baxter swims the anchor leg of the
400-yard freestyle relay Saturday at Ithaca College. ADRIAN

KRAUS

NYSPHSAA Championships
At Ithaca College
200-yard medley relay:1.Ward-Melville-XI
1:48.38, 6. Pittsford (Stephie Riley, Becca Ev-
ans, Anne Marie Mozrall, Katie McPherson)
1:51.02, 7. Fairport (Swati Kumar, Lauren Mi-
chelsen, Suhan Mestha, Dayna Basic),
1:51.05. 200 freestyle:1. Molly Treble (Mas-
sapequa-VIII) 1:49.98, 4. Lindsay Stone (Pitts-
ford) 1:51.63. 200 individual medley: 1. Mi-
kayla Sargent (Olean-VI) 2:02.80. 50 free-
style: 1. Dina Rommel (Clarence-VI) 23.13, 2.

Katie Smith (Pittsford) 23.24, 4. Sarah Baxter
(Canandaigua) 23.88, 6. Megan Burns (Rush-
Henrietta) 24.15,10. Mestha (Fairport) 24.26.
Diving: 1. Addison Walkowiak (Ballston Spa-
II) 494.3, 4. Serica Hallstead (Canandaigua)
434.65, 8. Erin Norton (Victor) 424.1., 9. Alex-
andra House (Newark) 423.25. 100 butter-
fly:1. Rommel (Clarence-VI) 55.77.100 free-
style: 1. Andrea Ernst (Orchard Park-VI)
50.88, 2. Smith (Pittsford) 51.26, 3. Baxter
(Canandaigua) 51.30, 8. Megan Burns (Rush-
Henrietta) 52.22. 500 freestyle: 1. Stone

(Pittsford) 4:49.03,2.Treble (Massapequa-VI-
II) 4:49.24. 200 freestyle relay: 1. Pittsford
(Stephanie Andrews, Emma Corby, Stone,
Smith) 1:35.34, 3. Rush-Henrietta (Lucia Ber-
kof, Alicia Shenal, Katie Bruns, Megan Burns)
1:38.05, 4. Canandaigua (Sarah Jane Wied,
Alyssa Baker, Heather Chrisman, Baxter)
1:38.07, 8. Fairport (Kumar, Mestha, Vienna
Howard, Basic) 1:39.57. 100 backstroke: 1.
Emma Hadley (Greeley-I) 56.71, 10. Riley
(Pittsford) 59.44. 100 breaststroke: 1. Mar-
garet Aroesty (Long Beach-VIII) 1:04.10, 9.

Kristina Posnick (Webster) 1:07.15. 400
freestyle relay: 1. Clarence-VI 3:26.98, 2.
Pittsford (Stone, Andrews, Evans, Smith)
3:27.25, 6. Canandaigua (Chrisman, Kylie
Loforte, Abbie Sullivan, Baxter) 3:36.33, 8.
Webster (Natalie Neamtu, Lauren Nicastro,
Sydney Krisanda, Posnick) 3:36.84.
Section scoring: 1. Section V 611 points,
2. Section VI 565.5, 3. Section I 456, 4. Sec-
tion VIII 363, 5. Section XI 303.5

STATE SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS

BOSTON — David
Krejci scored 1:28 into
overtime to lift the surg-
ing Boston Bruins to a
3-2 win over the Carolina
Hurricanes on Saturday
afternoon.

Reilly Smith and Zde-
no Chara also scored for
Eastern Conference-
leading Boston, which
beat the Hurricanes for
the second time this
week and improved to 7-
1-2 in its last 10 games.

Bruins backup goal-
tender Chad Johnson,
playing just his fourth
game of the season,
made 22 saves in place of
resting Tuukka Rask.

Patrick Dwyer
scored a short-handed
goal and Andrej Sekera
had one on the power
play for the Hurricanes.

Rangers 2, Predators
0: Cam Talbot made 17
saves to record his sec-
ond consecutive shut-
out, and New York beat
Nashville.

Ryan McDonagh and
Derek Stepan scored for
the Rangers, who have
won the first two games
of a five-game road trip. 

Talbot got the start
over No. 1 goalie Henrik
Lundqvist for the sec-
ond straight Saturday
night and didn’t let any
pucks get past him. He
has a shutout streak of
146 minutes, 28 seconds.

Flyers 5, Islanders 2:
Matt Read scored two

goals, Steve Mason made
36 saves, and streaking
Philadelphia beat New
York.

The Flyers evened
their record (10-10-2) for
the first time this season
with their sixth win in sev-
en games.

Canadiens 3, Pen-
guins 2: Max Pacioretty
scored two goals, and
Montreal stretched its
winning streak to three
games with a victory over
Pittsburgh.

Tomas Plekanec also
had a goal for the Cana-
diens (13-9-2), and Carey
Price made 29 saves.

James Neal had a pair
of goals for the Penguins
(15-9-0).

Maple Leafs 2, Capi-
tals 1 (SO) : Joffrey Lupul
scored the shootout win-
ner and James Reimer
made 49 saves to lift To-
ronto to a victory over
Washington.

Alex Ovechkin tied it
with his NHL-leading 20th
goal of the season at 15:50
of the third.

Senators 4, Red Wings
2: Clarke MacArthur
scored two goals, and Ot-
tawa outlasted Detroit.

Bobby Ryan scored the
tiebreaking goal on a two-
man advantage with 16:09
remaining for the Sena-
tors.

Wild 3, Jets 2 (SO):
Charlie Coyle scored in
the fourth round of the
shootout for Minnesota.

NHL

Krejci lifts
Bruins in OT 
Talbot,
Rangers shut
out Predators
Associated Press
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Aquinas 19, Elmira 6
Elmira 6 0 0 0 — 6
Hobart 7 6 6 0 — 19
A – Luch Pietropaolo 27 run (Pat O’Hara kick)
E – Jerry McPeak 11 run (run failed)
A – Pietropaolo 3 run (kick failed)
A – Marcus Conner 14 pass Jake Zembiec
(kick failed)
Most Valuable Offensive players: Jake
Zembiec (Aquinas); Jerry McPeak (Elmira).
Most Valuable Defensive players: Charlie
Rist (Aquinas); Allaah Sessions (Elmira). 


